LINDISFARNE

monks.   The ruins of the massive red sandstone pillars of the
nave of the Priory Church show clearly the influence of Dur-
ham Cathedral upon its builders.   The Priory was fortified for
fear of the Scots, but it was never attacked.  When, however, it
was dissolved by Henry VIII it was felt that the island needed
some defence, for the Scots were in alliance with the French.
When Hertford was planning his first expedition against the
Scots in 1543, English battleships landed troops in Holy Island
and from the ruins of the Priory they built the little fortress
that crowns the strange whinstone outcrop on the south side of
the island.   After Elizabeth's reign the castle ceased to have any
military importance and a survey of the island in the seven-
teenth century paints a sad picture of desolation.  The island,
once a prosperous market, was inhabited by a few poor fisher
folk ; the Priory, for so many years the home of learning and
the resort of pilgrims, was used as a storehouse for the garrison
of the castle.   The castle itself fell into decay until it was
beautifully restored in the present century.

Though no building remains from St. Cuthbert's time, the
character of Lindisfarne is such that it is not difficult to imagine
it as it was in the days of the saints. Nor, looking across the
sea to Bamburgh, is it hard to believe, with Mallory, that on the
rock, where now stands the Norman castle, there stood once
the Joyous Gard, to which Lancelot prayed his fellows to bear
his body. For the subtle alchemy of sky and sea obliterates
from both the traces of the modern world.

345